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youth  aescended  on  Baphst-amiiated' 
Mississippi  College  in  Clintcm  July  14-18 
for  Super  Summer  2003,  descrioed  by 
organizers  as  an  effort  to  bring  together 
die  best  young  leaders  from  across  die 
state  for  intensive  instruction  in  disdple- 
ship  and  evangelism. 

In  addition,  more  than  130  youth 


In  addition,  more  than  13U  youth 
ministers  and  college  students  served 
as  group  leaders,  team 


leaders,  and  small 
group  leaders  at  the 
annual 

"Super  Summer 
for  the  student  who  is  a 
mature  and  responsible 
leader  growing  in  their 
relationship  to  Christ," 
said  Harvey  Ellis,  event 
chairman  and  consul- 
tant  in  the  Discipleship 

^B^^^^^^V^>pnrtment 
BPSP^^^H  Mississippi 
Convention 
(MBC6)  which  spon- 
sored  the  event. 

Serving 

leader  for  Super  Summer  Tupelo. 

2003  was  Gregg  Matte  of  •  Rob  1^' 
Breakaway  Ministries  in  Church,  Vicl 
Bryan,  Texas.  Dave  Hunt  *  J.D.  Sin 
and  his  band  served  as  for  Hub  Cit 
music  leaders.  Hunt  is  the  member  d 
campus  minister  at  Belmont  Ha^esburg. 
College  in  Nashville  and 
leads  worship  at  new 
church  start  in  Nashville. 

Participants  are  divided  into  color- 
coded  "schools"  according  to  grade  level 
and  the  number  of  years  each  student 
has  attended  Super  Summer,  Ellis 
explained,  with  three  schools  for  first 
year  attendees;  two  schools  for  second 
year  attendees;  and  one  school  each  for 
third,  fourth,  and  fifth  year  attendees. 

There's  al^  em  aduit  track  for  youth 
ministers  and  youth  workers  who  want  to 
maximize  the  programs  for  yo^g  people 
at  their  respective  churches,  Ellis  added. 

Ellis  said  the  Super  Summer  event  in 
Mississippi  has  begun  to  attract  churches 
from  other  states.  ^Alabama  doesn't  have 
Super  Summer,  and  we  had  three  churches 
attend  from  that  state.  Louisiana  is  trying 
to  start  a  Super  Summer  program,  and  we 
had  two  churches  attend  from  that  state." 

Fllis  also  expressed  appreciation  for  the 
committee  that  put  together  Super  Summer. 

•  Greg  Biggs,  youth  minister  at 
Parkway  Churcn,  Clinton. 

•  Bill  Bustin,  law  office  manager  and 
member  of  First  Church,  Hattiesburg. 

•  Jim  Cain,  youth  minister  at  Mt.  Zion 
Church,  Columbus. 

•  Carrie  DeVenny,  youth  minister  at 
Duck  Hill  Church,  Duck  Hill. 

•  Michael  Jones,  youth  minister  at 
Highland  Church,  Meridian. 


•try  WORSHIP  TIME  —  Super  Summer  participants  prepare  for  the  worship  time  )uly  18  in 
of  the  Swor  Auditorium  on  the  campus  of  Baptist-affiliated  Mississippi  College  in  Clinton.  Over 
Baptist  500  students  participated  in  the  annual  event,  which  is  designed  to  identify  and  train  top 
Board  youth  leaders  in  local  Mississippi  Baptist  churches.  (BR  photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 

?r,  youth  ministry  consul-  wants  to  be  involved  on  the  front  end  with 
r  of  Harrisburg  Church,  leadership  for  the  2004  Super  Summer  is 

encouraged  to  contact  me.  I  would  appreci- 
th  minister  at  Woodlawn  ate  hearmg  from  them,"  he  jxiinted  out. 
g.  Super  Summer  is  supported  by  gifts  to 

,  director  of  First  Priority  the  Niississippi  Cooperative  Program.  To 
work  in  Hattiesburg  and  contact  Ellis  or  for  more  information  on  the 
illow  Pointe  Church,  Super  Summer  pn^ram  in  Mississippi, 

write  him  at  P.O:  tox  530,  Jackson,  MS 
r  Summer  event  will  be  39205-0530.  Telephone:  (601)  292-3286  or 
16,  2004,  at  Mississippi  toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800)  748-1651, 
,  Ellis  said.  "Anyone  who  ext.  286.  E-mail:  hgellis@mbcb.org.  • 
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Super  Summer  participants  sing  along  with  Dave  Hunt 


JOINING  THE  CELEBRATION  —  Super  Summer  participants  sing  along  with  Dave  Hunt 
and  his  band  July  18  during  the  Rainbow  Celebration  segment  of  the  day's  program.  The 
annual  Super  Summer  event,  held  at  Baptist-affiliated  Mississippi  College  in  Clinton,  is 
designed  to  help  church  youth  leaders  hone  their  spiritual  skills  with  more  than  20  hours 
of  intense  discipleship  and  evangelism  training.  (BR  photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  )r.) 


I  lessons 


Sunday  S* 


Newspeak:  running  from  the  truth 


fritiah  author  Gecnge  Orwell  first  Did  you  detect  all  the 
I  mentioned  Newroeak  in  his  hair-  Newspeak  contained  in 
cuiiing  1948  iKwa  alxnit  the  future  that  one  small  paragraph? 
interKtmgly  enough  1984.  In  fiuit  A  simple  deconstruction 
naU-seeii^all-knowmg  government  reveals  the  following 
rear  1984  has,  among  cmier  cnninous  examples: 

,  instituted  Newaieak  —  a  twisted  •  McCorvey's  motiva- 
^  that  makes  b£ul  appear  good  and  tions  for  filing  the  lawsuit 
ppear  bad,  regardless  of  the  truth.  are  nothing  more  th^ 
mere  is  Newspeak  of  greater  utility  "another  sad  publicity 
dian  in  the  inscrutable  pronounce-  stvmt."  The  use  of  the  word 
of  abortion  supporters,  especially  as  "another"  leads  us  to 
e  the  tide  of  puolic  opinion  and  leg-  believe  there  must  be  more 
I  finaUy  tummg  against  their  cause,  than  one  such  "stunt,"  but 
How  is  the  bde  turning?  Take  Michelman  fails  to  cite  any 
Norma  McCorvey,  for  one  example,  other  instances  —  a  classic 
McCorvey  served  as  the  anony-  example  of  Newspeak. 
mous  plamtiff  in  the  infamous  19^  •  "Anti-choice"  has 

Roe  V.  Wade  ruling  from  the  U.S.  come  to  replace  "anti-abor- 
Supreme  Court  that  legalized  abor-  tion"  in  the  pro-abortion 
tion  nationwide  at  any  stage  of  fetal  vernacular.  Honest,  well- 
development.  V^fith  Roe  and  a  relat-  meaning  people  are  not 
ed  ruling  handed  down  at  the  same  against  abortion,  they^re 
time  in  the  companion  case  Doe  v.  against  "choice."  V^y, 

Bolton,  the  court  forbade  the  several  abortion  is  not  even  abor- 
states  from  regulating  abortion  tion!  It's  a  "choice."  Killing 
within  their  borders  —  which  is  a  developing  human  being 
where  the  U.S.  Constitution  square-  is  like  making  a  "choice"  on 
ly  and  unambiguously  placed  the  the  color  of  a  new  car  or  the 
responsibility  for  such  matters.  flavor  of  a  milkshake. 

McCorvey  has  since  accepted  Surely  even  abortion  sup- 
Jesus  Christ  as  her  Lord  and  Savior,  porters  can't  really  believe 
realized  die  error  of  her  ways,  and  such  intellectual  dishonesty 
wants  the  Roe  ruling  overturned.  She  filed  from  their  leaders, 
a  federal  lawsuit  to  reopen  the  case,  and  •  People  in  die  anti-abor- 
she  is  currendy  appealing  a  U.S.  district  tion  movement  are  "dedicat- 
juc^e's  decision  to  tiirow  out  the  suit.  ed" — as  in  i^natical.  Chances  are  Michelman  •  Michelman  believes  the  McCorvey 

m  a  statement  released  June  17,  meant  something  completely  different  on  lawsuit  shows  the  "extreme  lengths"  to 
National  Abortion  Rights  Action  League  July  15  of  this  year,  however,  when  she  which  anti-abortionists  will  go,  but  in 
(NARAL)  President  Kate  Michelman  described  NARAL  as  "dedicated  to  ensuring  the  same  July  15  statement  quoted 
said,  "This  case  is  nothing  more  than  pro-choice  Americans  vote  in  2004..."  above,  she  states  that  NARAL  "will  have 

ano^er  sad  anti-choice  publicity  stunt.  •  "Anti-choice  forces  want  the  govern-  an  extremely  aggressive  political  pro- 
Anti-choice  forces  are  dedicated  to  tak-  ment  to  decide"  private  medical  matters,  gram  in  2003  and  2004."  Obviously 
ing  away  a  woman's  right  to  choose  and  Michelmcm  asserts.  Not  only  is  the  phony  extremism  is  bad  among  anti-abortion- 
her  constitutional  right  to  privacy,  "anti-choice"  description  utilized  again,  ists,  but  good  among  pro-abortionists. 
Instead  of  leaving  private  medical  deci-  it  is  coupled  here  with  the  word  "forces"  I^t  tile  language  games  begin.  Just 
sions  up  to  a  woman  and  her  doctor,  to  indicate  that  a  vast  and  belligerent  remember  that  pro-abortionists  are  mi^ty 
anti-choice  forces  want  the  government  army  stands  at  the  ready  to  kick  m  the  sore  losers,  so  look  for  tiiem  to  pull  out  all 
to  decide.  This  case  shows  me  extreme  office  door  of  any  doctor  who  would  dare  tiie  rhetorical  stops  in  the  future  to  defdid 
lengths  to  which  they  will  go  to  overturn  counsel  a  pregnant  woman.  How  much  their  indefensible  positions  —  a  way  of  life 
our  constitutional  right  to  choose."  more  preposterous  can  they  get?  for  people  w1h>  run  from  the  trutiv 
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Baptist  Press  commmtary  if  1  Guest  Opink 

remnted  tn  honor  cf  the  lon^ime 
Christian  stewardship  ministry  of 
Larry  Burkett,  who  died  on  July  4 
in  dainesoille,  Georgia.  ^ 

God's  Word  does  not  mus 

promise  (or  even  suggest)  tiiat 

He  is  going  to-samry  every  Bv  Lai 

whim  and  desire  we  might  ^ 

have,  but  He  does  promise  to 
meet  our  needs  ana  tiien  pro- 

vide  an  abundance  so  that  we  difficulty,  simply  because  there 
can  help  others.  was  no  plan  for  tiie  future.  In 

Unfortimately,  sometimes  almost  every  case  of  financial 
the  surpluses  that  God  pro-  difficulty,  it  was  the  result  of 
vides  for  you  are  not  available  having  no  will.  Why?  Because 
to  help  others  because  they  the  head  of  the  family  thought 
were  uWd  to  pay  for  things  you  he  or  she  was  too  yoimg  to 
thought  you  needed  but  actual-  have  a  will.  Or,  even  if  a  will 
ly  were  not  real  needs  at  all.  did  exist,  often  it  was  very 

If  you're  a  parent,  when  God  inadequate  and  not  current, 
provides  for  you  He  certainly 
expects  you  to  provide  for  your  Have  a  will, 

fanuly.  "if  anyone  does  not  pro-  In  the  Bible,  a  steward  is 
vide  tor  his  own,  and  especially  someone  who  manages  the 
for  those  of  his  household,  he  possessions  of  someone  else, 
has  denied  tiie  faitii  and  is  worse  God  expects  every  Christian  to 
than  an  unbeliever"  (1  Tim.  5:8).  be  a  good  steward  of  the 

sessions  He  has  entrust 
Prepare  for  the  unexpected.  hini  or  her.  And,  prraa 
Over  the  years,  I  have  will  is  a  vital  part  ofb 
become  aware  of  countless  good  manager, 
families  in  which  unexpect^  As  a  Christian  you  sho 
death  created  great  financial  aware  that  everytning  yo 


some  recommendations  regard¬ 
ing  insurance  agents  they  l^qw. 


EDITOR  EMERITUS 
[5on  McGregor 


[y  and  carefully 
do  some  research  on  botii  tiie 
agent  and  tiie  company  before 
you  choose.  It  mig^nt  take  you 
some  time  and  effort  to  do  mis, 
but  it  can  result  in  great  benefit 
to  you  and  your  family. 

Plan  today. 

Neglecting  to  talk  about 
someming  doesn't  make  it  go 
away:  And  most  of  us  don't 
really  like  to  talk  about  death, 
so  we  often  avoid  making 
appropriate  decisions  about 
wills,  trusts  or  insurance. 

Talking  about  death  won't 
make  it  happen  any  sooner,  but 
not  talking  about  it  and  failing 
to  prepare  for  your  loved  ones 
wiUi  a  will,  trust  or  insurance 
could  result  in  real  problems 
for  your  spouse  and  children. 
The  emotional  pressures  placed 
on  family  members  at  the  time 
of  death  can  be  significantly 
lessened  when  a  will  or  trust  is 

- ^  in  effect  and  adequate  life 

to  dOTt  man  sees  evil  amd  hides  insurance  has  been  provided, 
a  himself,  the  naive  proceed  and 

a  pay  the  penalty"  (Itx>.  27:12).  Are  you  planning  for  the 

1  recommend  that  you  ask  future?  Isn't  it  about  time  you 
^  pastor  or  anotiier  trusted  planned  for  your  family's 

)s-  Christian  friend  to  give  you  tomorrow? 
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Guest  Opinion:  I 

Christian  families 
must  be  prepared 

By  Larry  Burkett,  1939  -  2003 

sees  himself  as  a  church  was  ordained  by 
planter.  So  far,  he  has  partici-  First  Church, 

Bated  in  the  be^irming  of  three  Brookhaven. 

[ispanic  Baptist  churches  in  In  1999,  Rivera 
Mississippi  arui  within  the  next  left  his  job  with  UPS 
six  months  ho^  to  begir^et  to  attend  Leavell 
another  chur^  in  the  Gulf  College  at  New 
Coast  Association.  Orleans  Seminary, 

Alberto  grew  up  in  Los  from  which  he 
Angeles  but  spent  his  teeriage  received  his  under¬ 
years  in  Sonora,  Mexico.  When  graduate  degree.  He 
ne  was  16,  a  volunteer  mission  is  currently  enrolled 
team  of  Mississippi  Baptists  in  the  masters  pro- 
conducted  an  evangelistic  gram  at  the'  semi¬ 
meeting  in  Sonora.  Alberto  nary.  In  addition  to 
attended  the  services  and  his  studies  at  the 
received  Jesus  Christ  as  his  seminary  and  his 
Lord  and  Savior.  busy  schedule  at 

One  of  the  volunteers  con-  Puerto  Seguro, 
tinued  taking  mission  teams  to  Rivera  currently 
Sonora  and  Alberto,  who  is  flu-  serves  as  president 
ent  in  English  and  Spanish,  of  the  Hispanic 
became  his  translator.  On  one  Baptist  FeUowsnip  of 
of  those  mission  trips,  Alberto  Mississippi, 
met  his  future  wire.  Alberto  In  2001,  A1  Green,  pastor  of 
and  Romy  pow  have  two  chil-  First  Church,  B^  St.  Louis,  saw 
dren:  Max,  age  12,  and  Nick,  the  potential  for  a  Hispanic 

churw  on  the  Mississippi  Gulf 
Coast.  Green  and  Neron  Smith, 
a  consultant  in  the  Church 
Planting  Department  of  the 
Mississippi  Bap^t  Convention 
Board,  invited  fevera  to  survey 
the  Hispanic  community. 
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VISION  FOR  CHURCHES  —  Al  Green  (left),  piastor  of  First  Church,  Bay  St.  Louis, 


After  moving  to  Mississippi, 
Alberto  began  working  with 
United  Parcel  Service  (UPS). 
On  the  weekends  he  assisted  in 
the  planting  of  Hispanic  Baptist 
churches,  first  in  Laurel  and 
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rtii*  vfmmta  by  mom  than 

5.1  bSmooMMilB  fai  234  countries  and  has  bocome  the  most 
widely  viswM  m  well  as  most  widely  translated,  film  in 
history  (more  man  800  lawfnages). 

In  1^,  Bright  was  pnsentsd  with  fite  prestigious 
Templeton  Prize  tor  Ptogtess  in  Religion,  worth  more  dian  cme 
million  dollars.  The  Tmipleton  Piue  is  die  world's  largest 
finaiKial  srf*T*p*  award.  Bn^rt  doiutted  aU  oi  his  prize  money 
to  causes  promoting  the  mmtual  benefits  of  fitsting  andprayer. 

"He  has  carried  a  buroen  on  Ids  heart  as  fsw  men  diet  I'ye 
ever  known.  A  burden  for  die  evangelization  of  die  wori^ 
said  Billy  Graham,  a  longdme  friena  of  Br^t  and  his  wife 
Vonette.'^Tle  is  a  man  whose  sincerity  and  inngrity  and  devo¬ 
tion  to  our  Lord  have  been  an  fiimiradon  and  a  blessing  to  me 
ever  since  die  ea^  days  of  my  rxunistiy." 

Bliss's  work  dirou^  CasuHis  Crusade  for  Christ  will  con¬ 
tinue  under  the  leadrawfo  of  Steve  DougjUss,  a  longtime  asso¬ 
ciate  whom  Bri^t  turned  in  2001  as  his  su  coses  or  Ttot  only 
have  I  lost  a  dear  ana  lifdong  friend  fo  Bill  Bria^  but  the 
world  has  lost  one  of  its  greatest  visionaries  and  ndthful  ser¬ 
vants  of  Jesus  Christ,"  Douglass  said.  _ _ 

"A  Chriatian  can’t  lose/Bright  said  in  a  2001  interview.  Tf 
we  live,  we  go  on  aeri^him.  That's  an  advcidure.  If  we  die, 


Flash  flooding  sweeps  through  parts  of  the  Baptist  Bulding  property 
in  downtown  Jackson  as  massive  rainfall  swamps  much  of  the  area. 
Water  entered  the  chapel  on  the  first  floor  and  the  annex  building. 


Volunteers  from  throughout  Hinds-Madison  Association  roof  10  cot¬ 
tages  on  the  India  Nunnery  Campus  of  The  Baptist  Children's  Village  in 
Jackson.  Men's  groups  from  over  35  churches  participated. 


Soufliem  Baip>tists  pay  their  p>astors  an  average  of  $2,498  per  yeu,  accord' 
ing  to  J.  P.  Edmunds,  secretuy.  Department  of  Survey,  Stetistics,  anc 
bitormation  for  the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board.  The  ngure  is  a  53  ‘X 
iiKrease  from  the  previous  year. 


we’re  in  h—vgi  with  hfam  and  that'* 
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First  Person:  Gospel  moves  some  to  tears 


By  Erica  Hanna 

BsU  summer  missi 


work,  so  does  Satan.  During  the  ten  min-  ent  *e  need  for  children's  Bibles  for  those 
BSU  summer  missionary  utes  we  tried  to  present  spintual  Truth,  the  Idds  who  had  never  h^one  in  Ihm  house- 

distractions  were  tremendous.  hold  before.  The  staff  collected  Uyse 

Second  in  a  series  However,  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  I  change  from  ffie  campers  as  a  missioris  offe- 

sensed  foe  Holy  Spirit's  leadmg  like  I  never  ing  and  over  $1/XX)  was  raised!  On  Thursday 
I  couldn't  stop  ffie  tears  from  falling  have  before.  I  got  up  and  walked  over  to  an  morning  we  apt  on  tiie  phone  and  called 
when  I  saw  a  grown  man  hit  his  knees  in  ei^t-year-old  Doy  named  Jonathan  in  the  stores  afl  ^ernw  state  to  Krt  our  hands  on  as 
prayer  in  foe  middle  of  a  city  park  to  ask  mid^of  foe  Bible  study,  forgetting  about  all  many  of  them  ^  we  possibly  comd. 
fesdstobetheLoidofhislifo-^^— ^  ^v^  on  Fn^ 
and  it  all  began  with  kickbaU.  morning,  God  had  fully  su^h^ 

My  team  was  hosting  a  sports  need  and  we  were  able  to  dis- 

clinic  for  students  in  foe  ^a.  .^^ve  want^  to^ 

When  we  saw  this  man  standing  PX  ^les  for  so  loi^  but 

aeainst  a  tree  observing  our  game,  ^  d^t  hayefoe  mrmey  to  do  so, 

said  one  mother  nuou^  her  tears. 
I  Several  students  were  curious 
I  about  "foe  most  important  deci- 
■  sion  they  could  nrake"  of  which 
^■we  spoke  when  we  distributed 
^Hfoe  Bibles.  I  had  foe  chance  to 
share  the  Gospel  wifo  three  chil- 
dren  that  anemoon,  two  of 
whom  accrated  the  Lord. 

When  I  finished  telling  a 

_ young  boy  named  Terry  about 

Jesus  and  asked  if  he  wanted  to 
become  a  Christian,  he  sat  silent- 
ly.  As  I  looked  intently  into  his 
eyes  could  tell  he  was  contem- 
_ plating  eyerything  I  had  said. 

dStiL^r^^^'arS  f^^fo^  LET'S  GO!  -  Young  Idaho  residents  enthusiastipMy  gather  for  a  ^way  to  ^  fSSbSl 

evening  passing  out  flyers  pramot-  of  kickball  with  Erica  Harms  (right),  Mississippi  Baptist  My  heart  was  oroken  but  I  heard, 
ingwl^t^^^  doing  in  a  trailer  Student  Union  summer  missionary,  during  a  recent  Commission  "yfgjj  £3^^^ 

^k  across  the  stiert  from  thp  evangelistic  sports  camp  in  Idaho.  (BR  photo)  _ servant.  You  fod  what  I  asked." 

park,  and  tfien  we  hit  our  kne«  in  prayer.  of  tiie  other  students.  I  began  to  ask  him  if  he 

Cfo  Tuesday  afternoon,  31  kids  showed  knew  who  Jesus  was,  and  he  told  me  that  Harms  isHf  Mississippi  Baptist  Student  Union 

up  and  continued  to  come  foe  rest  of  foe  he'd  never  heard  of  him.  Ten  minutes  later  I  (BSU)  Summer  Missionary  to  Idaho.  BSU  sum- 
week.  We  gatiiered  the  kids  together  for  a  had  a  new,  teary-eyed  brother  in  Christ  mer  missionaries  raise  thetr  oum  fun^  for  sum- 

snack  brejST  and  did  a  short  Bible  study  That  night  I  approached  the  staff  and  mer  missions,  and  are  supported  adrninistratwdy 
every  day  —  but  when  God  begins  to  expressed  a  need  foat  had  become  so  appar-  by  gifts  to  the  Mis^ssippt  Cooperative  Program. 


Second  in  a  series 

I  couldn't  stop  ti\e  tears  from  falling 
when  I  saw  a  grown  man  hit  his  knees  in 

f>rayer  in  the  middle  of  a  dty  park  to  ask 
esus  to  be  the  Lord  of  his  life  —  b 
and  it  all  began  wifo  kickball. 

My  team  was  hosting  a  sports 
clinic  for  students  in  foe  area. 

When  we  saw  this  man  standing 
against  a  tree  observing  our  game. 


;ood  and  faitiiful 
what  I  asked." 


Harms  iset  Missti^ppi  Baptist  Student  Union 
(BSU)  Summer  Missionary  to  Idaho.  BSU  sum¬ 
mer  missionaries  raise  then  aum  fun^  for  sum¬ 
mer  missions,  and  are  supported  adminmratiody 
by  gifts  to  the  Mississippi  Cooperative  Program. 


BSU  Blessings 

The  ministry  among  colle¬ 
giate  students  all  across  our  state 
takes  place  primarily  in, 
tiuxrugh,  and  around  our  Baptist 
Student  Centers.  On  campuses 
of  universities,  collies,  and 
commtmity  colleges,  from  one 
eiKl  of  tire  state  to  tiie  other,  the 
Lord  has  a  physical  presence 
ffuou^  a  grrat  host  of  caring 
and  capable  directors,  wonderful 
assistants,  and  volunteers  who 
join  wifo  thousands  of  young 
people  to  bofo  experierKe  ana 
express  Christ's  love  on  campus. 

m  Mississippi,  campus  nrin- 
istry  takes  plan  onM  campuses, 
under  tire  Wadeiship  of  35  cam¬ 
pus  riunisters.  Th^  are  there 
serving  because  God  has  called 
arKl  prepared  tiiem  and  you  and 
I  sustain  ttieoL  Every  year  in  tire 
lives  of  thousaryls  of  young  peo- 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


of  God  to  bl^  college  students. 

BSU  CARES.  For  many  col¬ 
lege  students,  the  begirming  of 
their  experience  in  higher  edu¬ 
cation  sees  virtually  everything 
change  around  them.  Their 
location  changes;,  their  founda¬ 
tion  changes,  tii^  frustrations 
and  their  participation  are  all 
reriiap^.  It  is  a  challeriging 
and  critical  phase  in  life  tilled 
with  huge  opportunities, 
gigantic  decisions,  and  enor¬ 
mous  possibilities  to  mess  up. 

While,  no  doubt,  mcwn  and 
dad  woiild  be  willing  to  help, 
encourage,  and  give  direction, 
it  is  not  always  easy  for  these 
college  students  to  ask,  or 
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explain,  or  receive  the  kind  of 
support  that  is  needed  in  their 
circumstances,  but  at  our  BSUs, 
daily  care  is  found.  Fellow  stu¬ 
dents  who  have  been  along  foe 
same  road  encourage  one 
another.  Local  pastors  and 
encouraging  friends  join  wifo 
the  BSTJ  workers  to  give  care 
and  Christian  guidance. 

Just  think  about  it  There  may 
be  no  other  period  of  time  when 
an  individual  has  as  much  per¬ 
sonal  freedonv  makes  as  many 
important  decisions,  or  faces  tiie 
variety  of  or  dimension  of  temp¬ 
tations  as  at  tiiis  time  in  life.  T^ 
BSU  is  not  a  campus  church,  but 
it  is,  witiKnit  ouestion,  an  exten¬ 
sion  of  your  cnurch  on  campus. 
It  is  a  place  where  any  student 
can  find  tiie  Lord  who  cares  and 
people  who  know  tiiat  Lord 
cares  for  them  also. 

BSU  SHARES.  The  colle¬ 
giate  work  in  Mississippi  is  not 
)ust  intended  to  be  a  gatiiering 
place  for  Baptist  kids  away 
from  home.  It  is  much  more  — 
it  is  a  channel  through  which 
the  saving  power  of  Jesus  is 
shared  to  all  the  campus  and  to 
every  student.  Throughout  foe 
school  year,  students  participat¬ 
ing  in  BSU  activities  and  grow¬ 


ing  in  their  spiritual  walk,  share 
their  living  faith  wifo  those 
cuxivind  them.  Every  year  time 
are  yoimg  people  who  come  to 
know  Jesus  and  are  changed  for 
now  and  eternity  because  of  the 
ministry  of  Baptist  students. 

Sharing  tiie  l^t  and  the  life 
ofjesus  wifo  ofoers  is  certainly 
not  just  omfined  to  our  Baptist 
campuses;  but,  literally  through 
mission  involvement,  foey  touch 
tiie  world.  In  foct,  t^  summer 
there  are  130  BSU  students  who 
are  serving  the  Lord  across  the 
land  and  indeed  aroimd  the 
globe.  These  young  people  are 
on  mission  for  Jesus  and  foey  are 
making  a  difieienoe. 

The  money  for  summer  mis- 
sicms  is  raised  by  the  BSU  partic¬ 
ipants  in  order  to  h^  send  tiieir 
f^ow  students  on  mission  for 
our  Lord.  These  students  give 
up  a  lot  to  be  a  summer  mis^n- 
ary.  They  give  their  time,  energy, 
and  thw  summer  to  go  and 
devote  themselves  to  do  what 
Christ  would  have  them  to  do 
on  tiie  cutting  edge  of  missicm 
work.  You  would  be  blessed  and 
encouraged  to  know  tiiat  year 
after  year  tiie  BSU  in  Mississippi 
continues  to  be  a  leader  in  send¬ 
ing  tiie  largest  number  of  stu¬ 


dents  per  capita  out  cm  mission, 
and  per  capita,  raising  more 
funds  tiian  any  otiter  stare.  "  ’ 

A  final  and  very  important 
word  is  tiiat  BSU  PREPARES. 
The  BSU  does  not  take  the  place 
of  the  chim^  but  it  certeinly 
does  undergird  tiie  wc»'k  and 
becomes  a  Imk  at  a  very  impc»'- 
tant  time  inpec^le's  lives  to  help 
tiiem  get  where  they  need  to  he 
in  serving  tiie  Lord.  Through  the 
opportunities  of  service  Mfered 
forou^  tiie  BSU  and  tiie  spiritu¬ 
al  atmorohere  on  campus  tiiat  is 
provided,  hundreds  of  young 
people  have  ccme  to  understand 
mat  the  Lord  has  qiecial  claims 
on  tiieir  lives  and  designs  for 
their  futures.  All  across  our  state, 
there  are  young  people  wfoo  are 
serving  as  pastors  or  on  staff  at  a 
church  because  oi  an  eiqierienoe 
of  Gcxl  calling  tiiem  as  they  were 
asscxdated  w%  tiie  BSU.  I  do  not 
know  all  of  tiiem,  but  I  can  count 
on  my  hands  and  toes  and  start¬ 
ing  over  again,  the  leaders  in  our 
churches  who  have  come 
tiiroug^  BSU  ministries,  finding 
their  place  in  Kingdom  work. 

The  BSU  is  no  second  rate 
minist^  and  neitiier  is  it  a  side¬ 
line  ministry  of  tiie  church.  The 
BSU  is  God's  great  Kingdom 
work  on  campus.  Please  pray 
for  the  BSU  work  in  our  state 
and  for  foose  who  give  direc¬ 
tion,  share  love,  and  help  pro¬ 
vide  a  program  that  will  touch 
lives.  I  dare  say  tivat  every  one 
of  our  families  either  have  been 
or  are  now  affected  by  the  bless¬ 
ings  of  the  BSU.  When,  where, 
and  however  you  might  be  able 
to  participate  —  please  do  so! 
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Matthew  10:27  NAS 


What  I  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light;  and  what 


our  ear,  proclaim  upon  the 
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Special  Interest  &  Core  Conferences 


rra^  this  ca^  for...  juiy  zo  -  /\ugusi  /,  zuuj 

Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  601  -292-3304  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1-800-787-7729  (PRAY) 


"SWen  ma^  spurn  our  appeals,  reject  our  message, 
oppose  our  arguments,  iespise  our  persons  -  but  thejj 
are  helpless  against  our  praters."  3^loW  'Baxter 


GriWMfc,  2Mh-31(t  (UfeWay), 
09  name  pray  today  for  Prime 

A*--* - ^ 

Haapry  (Eaitem  Europe).  Aho 
prey  ire  nrerecm  ivinmvrei 
SiaaiiMpuIri  of  Imlonefia 


FoRfDBaptiriOiMreH't 
Vtee  Retreat,  GuMrfiore, 
2iid;  u)  la  IraL  nvoitan  d 
buy  $5,tM  ofl^  food,  a 


Far  (1)  Pailofi  md  Wivci' Refeaal, 
CaMdMR)  7*  •  Ml  (PAO);  0)  Ibe 


(Pastor  and  ^ife 
(Retreat 


Mississippi  WMU 

Church  LeadershipTraining 


August  7  (2  p.m.)  -  August  9  (1  p.ni.) 
Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly 


Additional  conferences  at 
Garaywa  only: 

•  Chronological  Bible  Storying 

•  Spanish  iVo  Puedo  Empezor  Un 

Grupo  Misionero? 

•  Forgiveness:  the  Beginning  to 

Racial  Reconciliation 
Sisters  Not  Rivals  (WEM  &  WOM) 

•  Servant  Leadership 

•  New  Acteens  Curriculum 
•  New  World  Ventures 

•  Opportunities  for  Mission 

Involvement 

•  Restorative  Justice 

•  Plus  many  more... 


3  GREAT 
2003 

LOCATIONS 


Core 

Conferences  at 
all  3  locations: 


Cettk^  Ready  for  ^ 
NewChurch  Year. 

•  WMU  Directors 

•  Women's  Groups 

•  Adults  on 
Mission 

•  Using  Literacy 
and  CBS  in 

Language  Ministry 
•  Acteens 

•  Youth  on  Mission 

•  Girls  in  Action 

•  Children  In 

Action 

•  Mission  Friends 


FBC,  SENATOBIA 

August  1 9 
6:30-9:15  p.m. 


Lew  King 

Minister  of  Music 
FBC,  Byram 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  PJ.  Scott 

Pastor  and  wife 
FBC,  Olive  Branch 


CAMP  GARAYWA 

August  22-23 
3:30  p.m. 


FBC  .WIGGINS 

August  26 
6:30-9:15  p.m. 


Registration  form  available  at 


or  call  the  Mississippi  WMU  at 
1  -800-748-1 65 1 ,  ext.  3 1 7  or  601  -292-33 1 7 


For  more  info,  contact  MBCB  Pastor/Leadership 
Development,  1-800-748-1651  or  601-292-3305. 
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The  following  is  a  listing  of  contributions  made 
to  the  Lord's  work  which  were  processed 
through  the  Business  Office  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board  from  january  1, 
2003,  through  June  30,  2003.  An  *•'  derrotes  a 
gift  from  the  association.  If  you  have  any  ques¬ 
tions  about  the  amounts  reported  for  your 
church,  please  contact  the  Business  Office  at 
968-3800  or  1  -800-748-1 651 . 


OTHER  TOTAL 


IMMpUM*  1S,m«kI7Ct7  2MI^7«I.1S 
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Michael  Combs  will  be  in 
concert  at  Zion  Hill  Church, 
Wesson,  on  August  23  at  7  p.m. 
with  doors  opening  at  6  p.m. 
Tickets  are  $12  in  advance  and 
$14  at  the  door,  and  are  avail¬ 
able  at  Copiah  Bank, 
Trustmark  Bank,  and  Zion  Hill 
Church.  For  more  information, 
caU  (601)  643-5145. 

Centerville  Church,  Soso, 
will  dedicate  a  new  worship 


i 


Acteens  of  First  Church,  Senatobia 


center  on  August  3.  The  ser¬ 
vice  will  be  held  at  10:30  a.m. 
All  are  welcome. 

The  children  of  Harris 
Counce  and  the  members  of 
Kossuth  Church,  Ripley,  wel¬ 
come  you  to  celebrate  Counce's 
50  years  of  service.  A  testimoni¬ 
al  service  will  be  held  August 
16  at  4  p.m.  with  a  reception  to 
follow.  Worship  will  oe  held 
August  17  at  11  a.m.  with  a  pot 

- luck  lunch  to 

follow.  Anyone 
who  has  served 
with  Counce  is 
asked  to  send  a 
note  or  picture 
for  the  scrap¬ 
book.  For  more 
information,  call 
(662)  837-9582. 


First  Church, 
Vancleave,  will 
present 
Armageddon 
Wake-up 
Conference  witn 
Moody  Adams 
on  August  3. 
Seven  Oracles 
of  the  Iraqi  War 
Zone  will  be 


GAs  of  First  Church,  Senatobia 

held  at  8:30  and  11  a.m..  My 
Trip  to  the  Iraqi  War  Zone  will 
be  neld  at  9:45  a.m..  The  Trojan 
Horse  Threatening  America 
wUl  be  held  at  5  p.m.,  and  The 
Last-Days  Attacks  in  the 
Family  will  be  held  at  6  p.m. 


First  Church,  Senatobia, 
held  d\eir  GA/Acteen  corona¬ 
tion  on  May  14.  Pictvired  are  the 
GAs  and  the  Acteens  with  their 
escorts. 


BAPTISTS 


lues  E.  Messer  Mkfsliia 

200^ 

Preaching  the  old  time  Goq>el  in  the  old  time  way 


Noon  Services  Feature  Evangelist  Janies  Messer 

Pre-session  Music  Begins  at  6:30  pm  *  Preaching  Begins  at  7:00  pm 


LITTLE  GIANT  MFC.  CO 


llAf'Tr  TfnE  . 
,VA  f'  H  ^-1  •.  ) 
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TOLL  FREE  1  BOO  2  11  00351 


The  solution  -  a  15  passenger  mini-bus 
that  meets  Federal  saf^  standards. 


FBC  BatemrOle 
IM Panola  Ave 


Frank  Pollard 
Fastw  Emeritus  FBC  Jackson 
Former  Baptist  Hour  Speaker 
President  MS  Baptist  Convention 

-Junior  Hill 

Evangdist  •  Hartselle,  Alabama 

Bob  Pitman 

Pastor  Kirby  Woods  Baptist  Church 
Manphis»  Tennessee 

Roy  Fish 

Professor  Southwestern  Theological  Seminary 
Dallas,  Ideas 


Phil  Willis 

Music  Evangelist 


Baton  Roug^  Louisiana 


Featured  Conference  Speakers 
Emir  Caner*  Ergun  Caner 
V\tayne  Dubose ‘Roy  Fish 
Johnny  Hunt*  Jimmy  Jackson 
Jim  McNiel  •  Bob  Pitman 
Bill  Stafford*  John  Sullivan 
Don  Taylor  *180  Traylor 
Wayne  Van  Horn 

CNIdren’s  WorsNp  •  John  Yates 
.  Music  Director  •  Phil  Willis 
Music 

Local  Choirs  •Soloists  •Other  Special  Mjsic 

September  28  - 10/2 

First  Baptist  Church  Rorence 
102  East  Main  Street  •  Florence,  MS  39042 

October  19-22 

Cypress  Shores  Baptist  Church 
4327  H^s  Road  •  Mobile,  Alabama  36619 

November  2  -  5 

First  Baptist  Church  Columbia 
900  Hkjh  School  Avenue  •  Columbia,  MS  39429 


•  Mini-Bus  •  15  passengers  (No  CDL) 

•  Z/1  Seating  •  Center  Aisle 
•  Low  First  Step  •  Raised  Root 
•  Longer  Wheelbase  •  Dual  Rear  Wheels 
•  Steel  Construction 


By  Charles  Kiarx 
copyright  2003 


QHU  V  MVFF  KZO  El 
AKVDVO  MVOCVH  IWZ, 
QHU  BQZAG  IWZ 
OW  MQFT  VH  El 
AOQOZOGA,  QHU  IG 
ACQFF  TGGK  El 
YZUSEGHOA,  QHU 


UW  OCGE. 


GjGTVGF  OCVDOI-AVN: 
OMGHOI  -  AGPGH 


Clue:T=K 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge. 
A  King  James  Version  Bible 
verse  has  been  encoded  by  fet¬ 
ter  substitution.  The  same  letter 
is  substituted  throughout  the 
puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error. 
Answer  to  last  week's  puzzle: 
Psalms  5:4 


Save 

$300  -  $600 
A  YEAR 

L.  D.  O'Mire  Insurance 

601-957-3841 

1-800-844-3254 


15-Passenger  Van  Safety 
is  Big  News  these  Days! 


Lifelay  hasthe  8ohitioii-a  IS-passeoger 


JAMES  E.  MESSER  MMSTRCS.  bw. 

Staff  Evangelist  Cypress  Shores  Bi^  Church 
R 0  Box  1325  •  Theodore,  AL 365^  •  Phone:  (251)653-6652  •  (800)  653-6652 
wwvyLiamesmesscr.com  •  Email:  jamesmesser@}amesme$ser.com 
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night  gospel  singing;  Mark 


Grace,  Newton:  April  27-30; 

Youtfi  Revival;  Sunoav,  10:45 
am  and  6  pm;  Mon.-Wed.,  6 
pm;  Scott  \4udin.  East  Central 
Ccnnmunity  Cdkge,  evangelist; 

Betty  Chaney,  music;  Ridiard 
Ethndge,  pastor. 

Providence,  Carrollton:  July 
27;  honoring  Bennie  Watson, 
pastor;  Sunday,  10:30  a.m.;  a 
covered  dish  lunch  will  be  Phil 
served;  George  Smith,  Carroll 
Montgomery,  speaking; 

Promised,  music. 


will  be  providSL  July  27-30;  Bob  Pittman,  McDonald,  pastor. 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  speaking; 

Friendship  East,  Charicston:  nursery  will  be  provided;  Sprinefield,  Natchez:  July 
August  3-7,  Sunday,  6  p.m.;  August  2;  Heisman  27;  Sunday  School  9:45  a.m.; 
Mon.-Thurs.,  7:30  p.m.;  Bob  Homecoming;  Saturday,  7  p.m.  worship,  11  a.m.;  a  coyei^ 
Self/  First/  Grenada/  evangelist.  witi\  ttie  Penys  and  Lovelaces,  dish  lunch  will  follow;  Charles 

Heltman/  speaking;  people  of 

Old  Hebron,  Newhebron:  Valley  Park,  Valley  Park:  Springfield,  singing. 

July  27-30;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  August  3;  Sunday  School,  9:45 
1:30  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  a.m.;  worship,  li  a.m.;  dinner 

Walker,  Ridgecrest,  on  the  grounds;  Robert  E.  t  *  i.r 

Madison,  speaking;  Gregg  Mack,  former  pastor,  speaking;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;^  Jerry^W. 
O'Neil,  Ridgecrest,  Madison,  Caley  Nichols,  interim  pastor,  Mixon,  MTCB,  prea 
music;  Jon  luimes,  pastor.  ^  j-  — 

New 

Pine  Grove,  Picayune:  Antioch,  Columbus:  July  27;  and  27; ! 

August  3-6,  Sunday,  11  a.m.  Sunday  School,  9:45  a.m.;  wor-  at  11  an 
and  7  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  ship,  11  a.m.;  lunch  will  follow,  reunion 
P.J.  Scott,  Olive  Branch,  evange-  Restaun 

list;  Beniy  Rigney,  music;  County  Line,  Dossville:  ing,  10 

Reggie  Bridges,  pastor.  July  27;  James  Culpepper,  dinner  v 

speaking;  Lar^  Burchfield,  was  give 
Shady  Grove,  Batesville:  music,  limch  will  be  served  at  Hemy 
July  27-50;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  noon;  the  Burchfields  will  be  in  ^nith  P 


The  Qiritman  Certificate 
Centei;  affiliated  wifii  die  New 
Orleans  Baptist  Theological 
Semiruuy  (NOBTS),  wiff  be 
offering  associate  level  under- 
mduate  classes  Bus  fall.  The 
^uidi  Leadership  Certificate 
First,  Lauderdale:  July  27-  Programs  being  ofiered  are 

30;  Simday,  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  Pastoral  Minist^  and  Biblical 

Teaching.  Introduction  to  Old 
;'Dale  Testament  and  Introduction  the 

Religious  Education  will  be 
ofiered  in  the  Pastoral  Ministry 
27-30;  Program  while  Introduction  to 

Doug  Old  Testament-Historical  Books 

readh-  and  Introduction  to  New 

lastor.  Testament-Life  of  Chirtst  will  be 

ofiered  in  the  Biblical  Teadiing 
27-30;  Program.  Classes  begin  August 

limch  26  at  the  Clarke  County 

p.m.;  Association,  Quitman.  For  more 

-egard  information,  or  interest  in 

evan-  attending,  ciill  (601)  776-6050. 


nurr-TIME  minister  of  youth  need¬ 
ed  at  Briarvood  Baptist  Church.  Meridian, 
MS.  Send  resume  to  Briarwood  Baptist 
Church;  attn:  Bersoonel  CommittBe,  8733 
Hillview  Drive,  Meridian,  MS  39305  or 
call  (601)  681-6615. 

GRACE  BAPTIST 


CHURCH  IN 

Brandon,  Miss,  is  seeking  a  part-time 
worship  leader.  This  position  will  be  bi- 
vocational  with  the  possibility  of  full¬ 
time  in  the  future.  Send  resumes  to: 
P.O.  Box  398,  Brandon,  MS  39043. 
FRimOSHIP  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IS  now 
taking  applications  and  resumes  for 
Minister  di  musicAvorship.  Serxf  all  info, 
including  accurate  references  to  Dr. 
Buster  Wilson,  Friendship  Church,  1389 

Main  Street  Ecru,  M&  38841 . _ 

AUBURN  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN  TUPE¬ 
LO,  Miss.,  is  now  actively  seeking  a  pastor. 
Interested  paslon  are  ask^  to  send  resumes 
witfi  picture  to:  pastor  search  corrwninBe, 

1 138  Road931,Tupeto,  MS  38804  or  email 

AubumbaptistObellsouth.neL _ 

PART-TIME  MINISTER  TO  STUDENTS, 
Noxapater  Baptist  Church  is  looking  for  a 
part-time  student  minister  to  work  with 
grades  7-12.  Work  requirements  are 
Wedrvesdays  arxl  weekeixls.  For  more 
info  corrtact:  Noxapater  Baptist  Church, 
student  minister  search  committee,  P.O. 
Box  251,  Noxapater,  MS  39346,  phone 

(662)  724-2156. _ 

WANTED:  DAY  CARE  DIRECTOR: 
Christian  with  3-5  years  experierxe  as  Day 
Care  Director;  Licensed  d^  care  director; 
works  well  with  others.  Self  starter  and  self 
rtxjtivaled.  Send  resume  to  Director,  P.O. 

Box  400,  Fuhon,  MS  38843. _ 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  MIZE,  Miss.,  is 
seeking  a  part-time  minister  of  music  aixl 
youth.  Interested  candidates  should  mail 
their  resume  to  First  Baptist  Church,  attn: 
search  committBe,  P.O.  tox  265,  Mize,  MS 
39116.  Vbu  may  also  contact  the  pastor, 
Jonathan  Russell,  by  calling  (601)  733-2233.1 
(church)  or  (601 )  733-5377  (home). 

THE  BAPTIST  CHILDREN'S  VILLAGE 
is  seeking  individuals  or  couples  for 
the  position  of  child  care  worker.  No 
experience  required  we  will  train. 
Good  benefits.  Contact  Mrs.  Peggy 
Taylor  at  (601)922-2242  or 
ptaylorObaptistchildrensvillage.com. 


.com. 


Southeastern  Bus  Sales 

Mississippi's  In-State  source  for  Buses  and  Vans 


Eldorado 
Storcraft 
Turtle  Top 
Used  Buses 


Business  done  the  "Ritewoy"  for  over  16  years! 
5483  1-55  South  Jackson,  MS  39272 


July  24, 2003 


r 


Family^Bible  Study 

Good  News!  Controlled 
by  the  Spirit 

Galatians  5:15-6:18 
By  Karen  Hollowell 


love,  joy,  and  peace  opportunities  to  cause  strife,  V/e  eae  to  treat  everyone  in  a 
Paul  mentioned  are  hamed,  and  division  among  way  that  shows  diat  ^uit  work- 
inner  qualities  but  are  God's  people.  However,  by  ing  widrin  us.  Paul  in  verse  10 
outwardly  manifested  God's  grace  and  the  indwelling  teds  to  "do  good  to  all  people, 
in  our  actions  to  odiers.  of  die  Holy  ^irit,  our  self-will 
The  last  six  diings  listed  does  not  have  to  control  us.  We 

have  been  empowered  to  be 
patient,  kind,  good,  faithful, 
and  gentle  to  odiers,  but  the 
empowerment  we  have 
received  is  not  of  ourselves. 

Paul  writes  in  Ephesians  3:16 
that  we  are  inwardly  strength- 


e^iedally  to  those  who  belong  to 
die  fomiiy  of  believers." 

Paul  concludes  his  letter  to  the 
Galatians  by  again  warning 
against  futile  attempts  to  live  up 
have  to  the  law  (in  diis  case,  drcuma- 
sion).  What  really  matters  is 
whedier  or  not  we  love  God  widi 
our  entire  self,  how  we  treat  each 
odier,  and  Iww  we  show  the  love 
His  ^irit.  Without  of  Quist  to  the  world.  After  all, 
this,  the  spirit-fmed  life  would  as  Paul  said  in  5:14,  love  sums  up 
be  an  impossibility.  the  entire  law  arid  by  bearing 

Chapter  6  is  Paul's  final  each  odier's  burdens  we  "fulhll 
exhortation  to  the  Galatians  to  dte  law  of  Christ"(62). 
npurity  and  care  for  each  other.  He  talks  Living  the  spirit-filled  life  is 

idolatry  and  about  restoration  of  a  fallen  not  easy,  m  a  society  that  loves 

. .  brodver  or  sister,  but  in  a  way  as  instant  gratification,  we  may  be 

to  show  love,  not  superiority  disappomted  that  the  results  of ' 
because  we  may  fall  into  a  sim-  such  a  life  may  not  be  immedi- 
ilar  temptation.  Paul  warns  ately  evident,  but  God's  word 
These  and  other  against  this  kind  of  . pride.  He  tells  us  not  to  rive  up.  Theulti- 

that  Paul  wrote  sinful  actions  will  be  constant  tells  us  that  we  are  responsible  mate  result  of  sowing  this  fruit 

srerses  22-23  of  temptations  for  us  if  we  do  not  for  own  actions  and  we  should  will  be  eternal  life.  1  think 

Ihese  are...  "love,  choose  to  be  constantly  led  by  test  them  against  God's  word,  that's  worth  waiting  on! 

•atience,  kindness,  the  spirit.  It  may  not  always  be  not  what  other  people  are  - ; - 

idifulness,  gentle-  easy,  especially  when  the  real  doing.  God  is  not  fooled  by  Hollowell  is  member  of  Crosby 
!lf-control."^  TTie  Enemy  is  constantly  seeking  this  type  of  spirituality  (v.7).  Church,  Crosby. 


in  our  actions  to  odiers. 


are  those  actions.  Here 
is  where  the  battle 
between  flesh  and  spmt 
won  when  we  submit  becomes  apparent  tXir 

our  desires,  hearts,  and  Hollowell  nature  is  such  that 

Last  week  our  scripture  minds,  to  die  full  con-  nouoweu  ^  traits  listed  above 

focus  ended  with  Paul  explain-  trol  of  the  Spirit  of  God.  We  are  not  manif^ted  by  magic  in 

ing  that  die  grace  of  God  was  can  see  how  strongly  Paul  felt  our  lives.  We  usually  act  or  ened  with  power  'from 
not  a  license  to  indulge  the  about  this  in  that  ne  mentions  think  in  ways  that  are  me  com-  dirough  His  Spirit.  V.1 
flesh.  This  week,  in  examining  living  by  the  Spirit  four  distinct  plete  opposite.  Paul  specirical- 
the  conclusion  of  Galatians,  we  times.  When  he  talks  about  ly  lists  some  of  these  m  verses 
w^  learn  more  specifically  being  led  by  the  spirit,  keeping  i9-21:  "The  acts  of  the  sinful 
from  Paul  about  die  struggle  step  widi  to  spint,  and  walk-  nature  are  obvious:  sexual 
between  our  sinful  nature  and  ing  in  die  spirit,  Paul  is  empha-  immorality,  imi 
the  Spirit  that  resides  within  us  sizing  a  daily,  OMoing  experi-  debauchery;  i< 
asbeuevers.  ence.  There  should  be  a  consis-  witchcraft;  hatred, 

The  key  to  winning  dtis  strug-  tency  in  our  thoughts  and  ousy,  fits  of  rage,  selfish  ambi- 
gle  does  not  lie  in  any  ability  that  actions  diat  shows  we  are  com-  tion,  dissensions,  factions  and 
we  possess.  V^^thin  ourselves,  mitted  to  the  ^irit's  control  in  envy;  drunkenness,  orgi»,  and 
we  do  not  possess  die  power  to  our  Uves.  The  result  of  this  will  die  like..." 


Explore  the  Bible 

Following  God's  Wisdom 

James  1:1-18 

By  Kiely  Young  knowing  these  trials 

are  a  part  of  His  plan. 

Jesus  said,  Tn  this  world  you  The  only  way  to  make 
will  have  tirtoulation,  but  be  of  us  stronger  is  to  take  us 

good  d^r,  I  have  overcome  through  spiritual  disci- 
le  world"  (John  16:33).  Yes,  plines  to  enrich  us  and  make  us 
"Stuff  happens,  and  it  happens  more  like  Him. 
to  all  ot  us,  those  who  are  As  "body  builders"  go 
'good'  and  diose  who  are  'bad'."  through  intensive  exercise 
We  often  want  to  ask  "Why?"  routines  to  strengthen  mus- 


Young 


when  the  real  question  sho{dd  cles,  they  remember  the  line. 


be  "Why  not?  Our  better 
response  would  be  "What 
should  I  do  in  response?”  The 
theme  of  the  Book  of  James 
leads  us  to  walk  in  faith  and 
seek  God's  wisdom. 

I.  Be  Joyful  in  lirials  (1:1*4). 

"Coimt  it  all  joy  when  you 
fall  into  various  tri^"  (y.l).  We 
must  understand  the  wonder¬ 
ful  .  sovereignty  of  God.  He 
does  allow  us  to  go  through 
hying  times.  These  are  a  part 
of  His  plan  to  make  us  stronger. 
Therefore,  we  keep  our  eyes  on 
Him  as  we  encoimter  struggles. 


"No  pain.  No  gain."  We 
shoula  think  no  less  about 
our  spiritual  walk.  The  next 
time  you  think  the  trial  you 
are  imdergoing  is  just  more 
than  you  can  bear,  just 
remember,  God  is  still  in  con¬ 
trol.  He  allows  the  pain,  but 
for  the  purpose  of  making  us 
stronger.  He  is  there  with  us, 
even  when  we  don't  seem  to 
see  Him  or  understand  the 
trial.  Now,  what  will  we  do 
in  the  midst  of  the  trial? 

II.  Ask  God  for  Wisdom 
(1:5-12). 


A  precious  Christian 
lady,  herself  a  stroke 
victim,  was  taking  her 
seriously  ill  husband 
back  to  the  hospital. 
He  was  not  expected  to 
live.  Her  pastor  asked 
her  how  he  could  best 
pray  for  her.  Her 
response  gave  a  strong 
*8  indication  of  her  spiri¬ 
tual  understanoing. 
She  replied,  "Pray  that  I  will 
have  tne  wisdom  not  to  waste 
all  of  this." 

Often  we  are  just  asking 
God  to  get  us  through  a  tough 
situation,  without  asking 
what  He  wants  us  to  do  in  the 
midst  of  the  situation  or  what 
He  wants  us  to  learn  from  the 
situation.  We  must  prayerful¬ 
ly  seek  the  wisdom  of  the 
Lord  and  learn  from  Him.  We 
must  remember  as  Paul 
exhorts  us  in  II  Corinthians 
1:3-4  "Blessed  he  the 
God.. .who  comforts  us  in  all 
our  tribulation,  that  we  may 
be  able  to  comfort  those  who 
are  in  any  trouble,  with  the 
comfort  with  which  we  our¬ 
selves  are  comforted  by  God." 

God  wants  us  to  seek  Him 


and  belief  in  faifii  He  will  give 
us  direction.  We  must  not  look 
at  Him  as  'guardian  angel'  who 
might  deliver  us  in  times  of  trou¬ 
ble.  Rather,  we  must  see  Him  as 
our  loving  Heavenly  Father  who 
always  wants  the  best  for  us. 
Therefore,  we  respond  in  chal¬ 
lenging  times  with  the  sure  faith 
toat  God  has  a  purpose  for  the 
trial,  and  He  will  make  us 
stronger  as  a  result 

James  says,  "Blessed  is  the 
man  who  endures... he  will 
receive  the  crown  of  life."  (v. 
12).  That  is  God's  promise. 
Peter  reminds  us  in  I  Peter 
5:10,  "But  may  the  God  of  all 
grace,  who  called  us  to  His 
eternal  glory  by  Christ  Jesus, 
after  you  nave  suffered  a 
while,  perfect,  establish, 
strengthen,  and  settle  you." 

IIL  Resist  Temptation 
(1:13-18). 

While  God  allows  trials  to 
enter  the  life  of  a  believer.  He 
NEVER  tempts  the  believer. 
That  comes  from  within  the 
believer  or  from  the  enemy  of 
believers,  Satan  and  his 
crowd.  The  process  of  temp¬ 
tation  is  progressive.  We  are 
often  enticed  by  our  own 


desires.  If  we  do  not  allow 
the  Holy  Spirit  to  strengthen 
us  to  resist,  the  desire  gives 
way  to  sin  and  fellowship 
with  God  is  broken.  As  James 
will  tell  us  later  "Resist  the 
devil  and  he  will  flee  from 
you"(4:7).  We  have  a  choice. 
God  does  not  tempt  us. 
James  tells  us  that  He  only 
sends  to  us  what  is  GOOD 
for  us.  "Every  good  and  per¬ 
fect  gift  is  from  the  Father 
above."  Since  he  sends  only 
what  is  good.  He  will  not  pos¬ 
sibly  send  temptation  which 
might  entice  us  to  evil. 

Temptations  and  trials  are 
different.  God  does  allow  tri¬ 
als.  He  does  not  send  tempta¬ 
tion.  If  we  fail  on  both  counts 
He  still  loves  us.  He  wants 
His  best  for  us.  When  we  do 
fail.  He  wants  us  to  come 
back  to  Him,  repentant  and 
seeking  Him,  His  wisdom 
and  His  strength.  His  plan  is 
still  the  same,  to  mold  us  into 
the  image  of  His  Son,  our 
Savior. 

Young  is  the  director  of  the 
Sunday  School  Dept,  at  the  MBCB 
in  Jackson. 


